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“determination” is message to ATTENDEES OF Gulf Coast Green 2011 Symposium on green building

Regional and national speakers deliver hard-hitting message of future building industry challenge with an optimistic outlook
HOUSTON, TEXAS, June 7, 2011 —The programs are in place, as are many policies, to facilitate sustainable development, design, and construction, but it is the determination of industry professionals that will push sustainability into the main stream. That was the general message the 23 speakers delivered to the 230 attendees of the recent 2011 Gulf Coast Green (GCG) Symposium and Expo. 
GCG is in its sixth year; GCG is held annually and presented by the Houston Chapter of the American Institute of Architects (AIA) Committee on the Environment (COTE). This regional conference brings together architects, engineers, contractors, developers, educators, and government officials from the Gulf Coast region to look at the current state of regionally-specific sustainable building. Now in its sixth year, GCG has served as a model event for other AIA chapter across the country. GCG was held May 25, 2011 at the United Way of Greater Houston. Leading Sponsors were Kirksey and HOK.
The City of Houston Director of Sustainability, Laura Spanjian opened the event by outlining programs the City has recently implemented to place Houston at the forefront of energy conservation nationally. One program, the Green Office Challenge, provides incentives to building owners for making energy improvements, many of which have short pay-back periods and help in the leasing process.  Keynote speaker and national industrial sustainability expert Lance Hosey, President and CEO of Greenblue challenged the old architectural adage by stating, “form follows industry.” His message was that architects and engineers can play a stronger role in ensuring buildings perceived as beautiful are also energy efficient and built with minimal waste.
The second keynote speaker Alex MacLean, a pilot, architect and photographer, used his aerial photography to demonstrate the juxtaposition of beautiful natural landscapes and inefficient human land use. He also showed images of ecological strategies such as wetlands recovery, solar harvesting, wind farms, and smart growth that are “recording changes brought about by human intervention and natural processes,” in his words.
Other speakers offered more pointed comments.

"In the 21st century, those cities that don't lead in clean energy and clean technology will be left behind," according to Larry Zinn, a lawyer and USGBC Balcones Chapter Board Member. "The foundation of the new economy is a new energy infrastructure," he added during his presentation on San Antonio’s sustainability policies.
"There's a need in the green building movement for place-based design. Green building is not necessarily something you buy. Change the way you design, not just what you buy” was Rebecca Bryant’s message on the topic of resource conservation. Bryant specializes in sustainability consulting and education for the deep south.

Considering buildings as part of the larger sustainability picture was another prominent theme this year.

"We need to see green building projects as an opportunity to enhance community resilience to climate change. By asking the questions, ‘How resilient is the surrounding infrastructure? The building structure? The building occupants? The surrounding community?’ we can craft specific design solutions that will protect the long-term value of real estate investments and enhance the health and quality of life of the people who use these buildings and live in these communities" said Adele Houghton, a national sustainability consultant speaking on the topic of climate change and how buildings impact it.

Robin Holzer of Houston’s Citizen’s Transportation Coalition, while presenting the idea of livable centers and mass transit as ways to curb sprawl, summed up a continuing challenging facing sustainability today. "With people's reluctance to building green, the tipping point isn't price - it's determination," she said.
Other presentations included case studies on two HOK-designed Houston LEED Platinum projects, Hines’ 717 Texas property and NASA’S Building 20, an office building at Johnson Space Center; Cradle to Cradle® design; the 2030 Commitment, the AIA program toward net-zero energy consumption buildings; lessons learned from FEMA Mitigation Assessments; energy modeling; urban density; and sustainable structural engineering.

The annual Gulf Coast Green  Student Competition showcased young talent at work and looked for innovative solutions to improve life in our region. Carey Walker, from Syracuse University, received the People’s Choice Award with Didactic Ruins by “searching for a way in which architecture can become a tool used to create a new definition for age-value and historic value” on Galveston Island. Alex Yuen from Rice University won the Best in Show Award with Dredge Locked, a look at a “productive and long-term solution for the disposal and treatment of contaminated materials dredged from the Houston ship channel”. 
The GCG Professional Expo showcased the latest products and technologies for sustainable projects. Through a Request for Qualifications process, GCG refined and mandated a series of green presentation guidelines for the vendors, service firms, and non-profits exhibiting at the Expo. These criteria and process ensured that the selected exhibitors represented a professional marketplace devoid of “greenwashing”. 

In their continuing efforts to make the whole symposium and expo as sustainable as possible, GCG this year hired Pat Greer’s Kitchen to provide raw organic vegetarian meals from local farmers as well as Gulf Coast shrimp. The company donated excess food to area non-profits, composted uneaten food, and used glassware, plates and silverware that was washed and reused throughout the day.
"Both the depth of content and high quality of every presenter made my Gulf Coast Green 2011 a learning experience that would have benefitted any architect, from green guru to green building code neophyte.  Attending Gulf Coast Green 2011 was simply time well spent,” said Bill Worthen, AIA, LEED AP and Director & Resource Architect for Sustainability at The American Institute of Architects national office in Washington D.C.
“The caliber of the speakers was sky high. I felt like I was at Greenbuild. I was just furiously taking notes,” commented Sheila Blake, Assistant Director of  Code Enforcement,Planning and Development, City of Houston Public Works.

Kathy Collins, 2011 Event Chair and President of Eco-Analyst Group got a different perspective from attendees. “We had an overwhelming response of how the event really felt like a community—architects, engineers, developers, property managers, government officials, contractors, and green building product manufacturers—we tackle this challenge together,” she said. “A conference such as this is critical to our region’s sustainable future.”
In summation, keynote speaker Lance Hosey from Charlottesville, Virginia offered this feedback, “Thanks for putting together such a terrific event. I’d never attended GCG, and it’s what a conference should be. Great organization, agenda, speakers, content, venue, etc. Well done!”
Copies of this year’s presentations are available for download at www.gulfcoastgreen.org
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